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** NOCTURNA VERSATE MANU, VERSATE DIURNA. ——“ BE THESE YOUR STUDIES BY DAY AND BY NIGU‘T.” 
Vou. I. ALBANY, SATURDAY, APRIL 6, 1816. No. 45. 
ESSAYS AND PARAGRAPHS, Angels that surround ruy throne, but with Traine own eternal ma- 
ORIGINAL AND SELECTED. jesty, and the Son of ruy Love, and the Hoty Spiair that attend- 
sstiihiones ed Him, when he came to save us from our sins! 
REFLECTIONS ror SATURDAY EVENING. To estimate the value of the soul, we are to reflect, that itis the 
medium through which we enjoy all the beauties of creation and of 


« And God said, Let us make make man in our tnage, 
after our likeness : and let them have dominion over the fish of the 
sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over 
all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the 
earth. So God created man in his own image, in the image of God 


crealed he him; male and female created he them. 
Genesis i. 26, 27. 


The debt of gratitude which man owes to his Creator, is too im- 
mense for his own imagination to form any just conception of it. 
As it cannot be estimated on account of its magnitude, so it can 
never be paid, but must forever remain unsatisfied. ‘The founda- 
tion of this debt, this eternal obligation of the creature to the Crea- 
tor, is laid open to our view in the text before us. We have chosen 
it as the subject of this Evening’s Reflections, humbly trusting, 
that we feel the full force of the obligation, as well as the utter insig- 
nificance of our own pretensions to so glorious a distinction as that 
which it confers upon the human race. 

But how is man made in the image of God? God is a Spirit, with- 
out material essence. But man isa material substance, as well as 
a spiritual being. It would be indeed a gross and absurd concep- 
tion of Gop, to suppose that man was like Him in form and stature. 
It would be reducing Jemovan to the level of those heathen dei- 
ties, whose images and statues the ingenuity of art has preserved 
for the admiration of connoisseurs in the schools of taste, beauty 
and harmony. Far different is the idea we have formed of the 
image of Gon, as stamped upon man. It is the soul, and not the 
body of man, which consttutes the likeness between him and his 
Maker : It is in his immortal spirit alone, that man resembles Gop, 
who created him, and endowed him with that spirit to distinguish 
him from all Hrs ether creatures. 

“ And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our 
likeness.” 

Blessed and bountiful Creator, what do not we, Taine unworthy 
creatures, owe THER, for so great a favour as the gift of our immor- 
talsouls! It is these alone which distinguish us from the beasts 
that perish, and enable us to hold communion not only with the 


art. What pleasure should we derive from viewing objects of beau- 
ty, grandeur, or sublimity, but for the soul? Would the smootk- 
flowing, meandering stream, the majestic river, the tremendous ca- 
taract, or the expanded ocean, inspire us with delightful and 
sublime sensations, were we made like the beasts that perish? 
Would the verdant vale, the tangled wood, the towering hill, the 
craggy steep, or the lofty mountain, open to us so many various 
scenes to please, to soothe, to interest and to elevate our feelings, 
if those feelings were not connected with and animated by an im- 
mortal spirit of intelligence? Would the natural landscape, or the 
artificial garden and grove, with all the fragrant sweets that nature 
yields, transport us with pleasure and delight, if Gop had not 
“ wonderfully made” us in Hts image, by giving us souls to 
enjoy the beauties, the bounties, and the blessings of his vast crea- 
tion ? 
* Thus the men, 

* Whom nature’s works can charm, with Gop himself 

‘** Hold converse ; grow familiar, day by day, 

‘“« With his conceptions; act upon his plan ; 

** And form to Hrs the relish of their souls.” 


But independent of the pleasures derived from contemplating 
the mere outside of the visible works of creation, how many hidden 
tracks of enjoyment are we led into through the medium of the 
soul. The curious and profound investigations of Natural Philo- 
sophy ; the intricate laws of moral and social obligation ; the beau- 
ties of poesy, and the pleasures of taste and literature in general, 
are all enjoyed by us as spiritual, and not as material beings. 


“ Mind, mind alone, (bear witness earth and heaven !) 
“ The living fountains in itself contains 
“ Of beauteous and sublime.”’ 


There are still more exquisite pleasures, than those we have al- 
luded to, for which we are indebted to the soul. These are the 
pleasures of sentiment, which are more universal, and consequently 
more productive of happiness, than the pleasures of taste and sci- 
ence. Such are the pleasures of friendship and affection ; of sym- 





pathy and benevolence. These may be enjoyed by all who chuse 
| 45 
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@ * 
to cultivate them; while many there are whom Providence has 
doomed to a condition which prevents them from extending their 
enjoyments into the more expanded fields of science and taste. 
If from these considerations, we are called upon to be grateful to 


Hikaven for the precious gift of immortal souls ; how vast, how . 


infinite does the obligation become, when we reflect, that it is by 
the eye of the soul, that in the language of the Bard of Twicken- 


ham, we 
“ Took through Nature, up to Nature's God :” 
That it is by reflecting upon the works of His creation, as well as 


by Divine Revevation, that we are enabled not only to trace a 
first cause; but to infer from irresistible premises, the attributes 


and the will of the Eternal and Self-Existent Being, whose crea- | 


tures we are. fFlence the profound speculations on Natural Law, 
which have come from the pens of so many illustrious sages : And 
it is reasonable to infer, that Moses, by the light of Narurrg, the 
Divinity within him, had satisfied himself of the being and attri- 
butes of Gop, before he was expressly commanded by Him, to de- 
mand the liberation of Israel from Pharaoh, or received the nrmr- 
nat Rescrirt of the Decatocre on the flaming heights of Sinat. 


It is, then, by the soul alone, that we hold communion with Gon, 
through his works and his word: It is from the soul that we praise 
Him, implore Him, and thank Him for all the “ good and perfect 
gifts,” we receive from his all-bountiful hand. ‘The soul itself is 
the greatest gift of all. 
and in all scasons, to expressions of love and gratitude to JEHo- 
vaH, for having so greatly distinguished us from “ the beasts 
that perish,” as to endow us with the capacity of becoming 
heirs of eternal glory, through the mediation of our Redeem- 
er; of reaching those blissful mansions where “the spirits of 
just men made perfect” shall sit with us at the right hand of Him, 
who not only gave us the law for our guide ; but whose matchless 
goodness devoted His Son to the cross, to atone for our violation 
of that law, and to restore us to the envied height from whence we 


bad fallen, through 


“ Disobedience, and the fruit 
“ Of that forbidden tree, whose mortal taste 
“ Brought death into the world, and all our woe.” 


©! how pure and innocent was the soul of man! how immacu- 
late and free from pollution, like the Divine Source of its exist- 
ence, till that fatal disobedience, which plunged him into the hor- 
rers of sin, and exposed him to the dread of eternal misery ! Then 
it was that Hell rejoiced, while earth trembled, at the crime of Is- 
GRATITUDE, which blasted the beauties of Paradise, and robbed it 
efits blissful bowers. If ingratitude from man to man, be counted 
among the basest of moral offences ; how awful is the crime of in- 
gratitude to God! We have seen how awful, in the consequence of 
that disobedience which closed the gates of Eden upon the banish- 
ed pair, and involyed the universe in darkness and death, till the 


Let the soul then animate us at all times, | 
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light of the Star of Bethlehem rose on the gloomy horizon of the 
fallen state,and revived in the soul of man the long-extinguished glow 
of gratitude, and inspired it with renovated hope of celestial glory. 
The tears of contrition and remorse, which Adam and his sad com- 
panion shed, when parting from Eden’s flowery walks and happy 
shades, have been wiped away by the compassionate hand of the 
Redeemer. Let us then never cease to exclaim with the Psalm. 
ist: —“ O praise the Lord, all ye nations ; praise him all ye 
“ people: For his merciful kindness is great towards us; And the 
“ truth of the Lord endureth for ever.’ 

On a future evening, we may resume the consideration of our 
motto: For although the gift of the soul be the greatest good, if 
properly employed, which the Creator has bestowed upon us; yet 
to dilate upon the goodness manifested towards us, in the dominion 
which he has given us over all the other works of Creation, animate 
and inanimate, must be a pleasing task; but one which we regret 
| that our ability is not equal to our inclination to perform with ad- 
| vantage to the cause of Him, to whose honour and glory we are 
| bound to live; and for whose unspeakable goodness let us ever 


strive to cherish the liveliest gratitude, if we wish to be hailed by 


| Him hereafter, with the cheering exclamation: “ Well done, good 
and faithful servant, enter thou into the joy of thy Lord!” ve 


OE oe 
ERRATA. 

In the Reriecrions in owr last, third paragraph, second line, for annihilates, read taa- 
molates. Same paragraph, 15th line, instead of ‘* beauty from ashes, and the oil of joy 
| from sorrowing,” read ‘ beauty for ashes, and the oil of joy for mowrning.”’ 
be 
| For the CueisTian Visivarn 
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The enclosed copy of a letter is sent you, with the very reluctant 
consent of the young lady who wrote it. She went last spring, about 
a hundred mites from her pious parents to instruct a school; where, 


in the course of the summer, she was, in the midst of gaiety, seized 


this letter, as may be seen, the day that she received coasolation. 
Her distresses were then fresh in her recollection, though joy 
was the predominant feeling of her soul. She describes her sen- 
sations with all the vivid colouring of a glowing imagination; yet, 
po one, who has seen her, doubts their reality. Her situation 
was made the means of awakening others ; and her only inducement 
in suffering this letter to be published, is the possibility that it may 
be blessed to some who read it, as the means of inducing them, to 


seek the Saviour while he may be foun. E. 
‘a 








Avcust 24, 1816. 
My Dear Parents, ' 

With what words shall I address you. I will begin by assuring 
you that the effectual fervent prayers of the righteons avail much.— 
Your faithful admonitions to your daughter M. which at the time of 
receiving served only to harden her in iniquity have since recoiled upon 
her mind, with a force sufficient to make all the vanities of the world, 
appear poor and insignificant, unworthy to occupy the time, or employ 
the thoughts of rational beings. Under the preaching of the Rev. 
Mr. A. tbe Lord was pleased to send an arrow of conviction, whic 





with the convictions, which she so pathetically describes. She wrote | 
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fastened deep in my heart. Fora short time in the society of the 
thoughtless and the vain, I could lose sight of my lost, undone con- 
dition; but it pleased God to deepen my impressions, and give me 
such a sense of my wretched state, that no society could exclude it 
from my thoughts a moment. 

“ Oh! the distress I then endured. It cannot be conceived but by 
those who have felt the HORRORS of a guilty conscience, and the 
pangs of a wounded spirit. [ felt that I was lost and undoue, that God 
gould have no mercy on me, that | had despised his graeious calls and 
invitations, neglected the only time, in which I might have secured 
my salvation; that 1 was then suspended over the flames of HELL, the 
prison of black despair, by a brittle cord, and that the sword of justice 
was raised to sever it, and plunge me down forever. 1 felt with what 
propriety the Judge of the earth might say, woe unto you M. for if the 
mighty works which have been done in you, had been done among 
the Heathens, they would have repented long ago. 

For four weeks my distress was great, but the distresses of the last 
are known only to myself and my God. 

It was with difficulty, I attended to my school, indeed I did not, 
could not discharge the duties of it. 
ceal my distress, from my fellow-mortals, but strove to obtain relief by 
the prayers and exhortations of pious friends. 1 exhoried sinners not 
to harden themselves in iniquity, as | had done, and neglect to seek 
their salvation until it was too late, If Lattempted to pray my guilt 
would chain my tongue. Oh what a consideration it was, that I had 
no where to go, but to that being whom I had so greatly and justly 
offended. ‘I'his morning after a night of painful anxiety, I arose with 
a determination to throw myself at the feet of Jesus, and if I perished, 
to perish pleading formercy. My thoughts were for some time greatly 
agitated. A streak of red in the east, instead of appearing as though 
it would shortly usher in the bright luminary of heaven, looked as 
though it would soen kindle the flames of the general judgment. At 
length I threw myself upon the floor, and think I was euabled from 
the heart to say, here Lord I give myself away, ‘tis all thet I can do. 
Shortly after | walked out, but found I felt differently. 1 feared my 
convictions were all gone, I dared not hope my sins were forgiven 
me; soon however the lace of nature appeared changed, the sun arose 
with unusual splendor, | thought it never shown so bright before ; and 
as the cheerful dew which glistened in its beams, so were the joyful 
tears which flowed down my face. Ali I eould exclaim was, the 
sweet Saviour, the lovely Saviour, can il be he is mine. , 

Oh pray for me my parents! I pray that if Satan has transformed 
himself into an angel of light, | may be convinced of it, before I go to 
dweil with him where he appears io his true character. 

Oh warn my young companions! tell them they are standing on 
the brink of a dreadful hell, and that Satan is exerting all his arts to 
draw them into it. ‘Tel!’ them for me, that Jesus is sweet ; that he is 


‘infinitely lovely ; tell them not to plead the magnitude and peculiar 


nature of their sins; te!l them it was great sinners, Christ came to 
save, that while on earth, he was insultingly called the friend of sinners, 
that he was scourged with whips and goaded with thorns, aud afterwards 
led away and crucified for them; tell them, that one of the most pow- 
erful arguments, Satan used with me, for neglecting the concerns of 
my soul, was, tha! [ should oot have the satisfaction of their society, 
and could never join with (hem, in what they call civil mirth, and 
that I think I can now say, 

My soul forsakes her vain desires, 

And bids the world farewell ! 

Base as the dust beneath my feet, 

And mischievous as hell; 

No longer wil! | ask vour love, 

Nor seek your friends * ip more, 

The happiness which I approve 

Is not within your power. 


ewirr:’ =~ z=! 
— ———— © = 


COMMUNICATION. 


How delightful to the benevolent mind is the fact, that, in the age 
m which we live, the attention of the Philanthropic and the Chris- 


Now I did not attempt to con- | 
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tian part of mankind are engaged, as with one cemmon consent, in 
extending and promoting Gospel Light and Evangelical 'l'ruth. 

Among the many plans adop‘ed, which have a direct bearing on 
this subject, is that of instructing the ignorant, and directing their 
minds to the Fountain of Light and ‘l'ruth, the source of all happi- 
ness to the moral and intellectual world. 

A long neglected, and consequently degraded part of our fellow- 
creatures, in our own city, have recenily felt the benign influence 
of this spirit of good-willto man, and that not in word only, but 
iu deed: For wehave already witnessed the sable children of 
Alrica beginning to drink at the fountain of knowledge. Heaven’s 
rich blessing will descend on those who have projected, and car- 
ried this plan iuto effect, which is so intimately connected with 
their happiness here and hereafter; and which costs them but lit- 
tle more than two hours time in each week. 

‘here is another portion (and an interesting one) of our com- 
munity—we mean the white children—which may be attended to 
with every prospect of success. ‘I'he Albany Society for the Sup- 
pression of Vice and [mmorality, have had the subject of Sabbath 
ivening Schools in contemplation for some time—they conceive 
that this is one way that will be striking at the roots of vice, and will 
tend to destroy its foliage. A Committee from the Board of Council, 
after examining the subject, and several plans, have reported, sub- 
stautially, the following asthe most practicable, which is not intend- 
cd, however, to interfere with those schools which are in operation— 
the field is sufficiently large for all. 

it has been questioned, by many, whether the plan of Sabbath 
Schools could be carried into operation; the one proposed is an 
Evening School.—The subject indeed, is a novel one in this coun- 
try, and particularly in this city—We apprehend these objections 
arise from the want of due refiection on the subject. 

It is said our churches are supplied with able and faithful teachers. 
Granted. And therefore, the subjects of these Schools will be de- 
prived of the instructions of God’s house. But tbis is not the case ; 
for the plan proposed, is calculated to promote attendance on the 


| dispensations of the word. 


The expense has been another objection ; this will be trifling— 
Rooms can be obtained at a small, or no expense; wood and caniles 
for two hours in a week, will not add much to it; and there are 
many persons, who are competent, who would esteem it a privi- 
lege to devote so much of their time as may be wanted in com- 
municating and doing good--wishing no other reward than that, 
which always is at hand in the performance of duty; the smiles of 
an approving conscierce, and “ blessing of God, which makes rich 
and adds no sorrow.” 


_—_— 
REPORT. 


The committee, after deliberate consideration, are unanimously of 
opinion, that this is an object inferior to none in importance as a 
means of obtaining the desirable eud for which this Society is consti- 
tuted: nay, that it may be justly considered superior to any other with- 
in their reach; inasmuch as, whilst others tend only to destroy part 
of the noxious foliage, these schools strike also, and directly at the 
roots; nor do they leave the ground unoccupied; they sow the seeds 


_of that tree, the leaves of which are for the healing of the nations.— 


Thus they have been powerfully iustrumental in promoting the best 
interests of society. 


Ist. They are so by calling the attention of the Youth to facts in 
their own nature the most important; and in the consequences of 
which, they are most deeply interested. 

2d. By instruction so far as their young minds are capable in the 
fundamental doctrines of natural and of revealed religion. 

3d. By the inculcation of Religious and Moral principles. 

4th. By showing the importance of practising the morality of the 
Gospel, and of imbibing its benign spirit. 

5th. By occupying a portion of sacred time, in the exercise of the 
Memory, Understanding and Judgment, they not only redeem this 
precious time, but tend to eradicate pernicious propensities ; to coun- 
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432... 
teract deleterious habits, and the influence of bad examples; to break 
up vicious associations, and to lead into the paths of sobriety and 
peace. It is true that many parents are at great pains to effect all 
this with their children ; but it is too evident that very many are at 
no pains to acquire religious or moral improvement for themselves : 
how then can they be expected to teach their children? but even 
where parents do allin their power, experience has proved that Sab- 
bath Schools, from the greater stimulous they possess, generally do 
much more. 

Among the various methods of conducting Sabbath Sckools, the 
following is respectfully recommended. 

ist. ‘hat a committee be appointed annually by this Board, to be 
called the Sabbath School Committee; whose duty it shall be to pro- 
cure School Rooms—to appoint teachers—to visit the Seheols at 
Jeast ouce a month, and make reports to this Board of the state of 
each. 

2. That, during the season when public worship commences in the 
afternoon at 2 o'clock, the School shall commence at 6 in the even- 
ing; and when that commences at 3 Pp. m. these shall commenee at 
7,and continue iwo hours; to be always opened ard closed with 
singing and prayers, 

3. That a chapter in the Old or New Testament be read, and a 
part er the whole of it recommended to the children to be studied and 
committed to memory for the next Sabbath evening. 

4, That having heard the recitations of Scripture, of which the 
minister’s text which they have heard during the day shall always be 
required ; the teacher shall by putting plain questious, endeavor to im- 
press on their misds the most important facts, precepis, &c. therein 
eontained. 

5. That a list shall be kept by the teachors, of the names and pa- 
rents’ names of all the children attending his ‘school. He shall give 
a ticket or tickets to each according as he sball have answered tothe 
questions put to him; to the number of verses he shall have repeated 
from memory; that these tickets be exchanged monthly for others of 
greater value, and quarterly for prizes. 

Although teaching to read is not the principal object of these 
schools—such children as have not the opportunity of attending day 
schools, or such adults as may not have learned to read, are respect- 
fully invited to attend. 


NOTICE. 


A school was opened agreeably to the above plan last Sabbath 
evening, at Mr. Young’s school room, north side of Washington-st. 
where a committee from the Moral Society attended; about 150 
children and 50 adults were present. The strict attention manifest- 
ed presages a happy result. It is devoutly to be wished that this sub- 
ject may receive the support of all the friends of good-order, and the 
welfare of the rising generation. 

Albany, March 27, 1816. 


MEMOIRS OF THE VISCOUNTESS GLENORCHY. 
(From a Supplement to Dr. Gillies’ Historical Collcc:ions. ) 


Among the friends and ornaments of religion, WitugeLtMina Max- 
weLL, Lavy GuLenorcny, holds a eonspicueus place. She was the 
younger of two daughters left by William Maxwell, Esq. of Preston, 
a gentleman of considerable fortune in Dumfrieshire. The eldest 
was married to the Earl of Sutherland; the youngest, of whom we 


treat, to John Lord Viscount Glenorehy, only son of the Eari of 


Breadalbane. 

Lady Glenorchy was formed by Providence for a superior place in 
society. Her understanding was naturally strong and capacious, and 
her memory retentive. Her mind was polished by a liberal educa- 
tion, and richly furnished with ideas by extensive reading and ob- 
servation. Her person was agreeable, her manners engaging, her 
fancy brilliant, and aitended by a constant flow of spirits and good 
humour. Born to wealth, and allied to a rich and noble house, she 
was &tied to make a distinguished figure among the great, and to 
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shine in courts. But as Moses, when he was come to years, refused 
to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter, choosing rather to suffer 
affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin 
for a season, esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the 
treasures of Egypt: In like manner, she, in all the bloom of youth, 
with all worldly pleasures at her command, laid herself, her fortune, 
her honours, and her talents, at the foot of the cross of Jesus. 

About the 23d year of her age she was visited with sickness: In 
reeovering from which, her thoughts were involuntarily turned to the 
first question and answer of that form of sound words which is given 
in the Assembly’s Catechism: “ What is the chief end of man? It 
is to glorify God, and to enjoy him for ever.” Musing on these words, 
they arrested her attention, and naturally led her to put to herself 
the important queries: Have 1 answered the design of my being ? 
Have 1 glorified God ? Shall I enjoy him for ever ? 

Reviewing her life of thoughtless gaiety, she found there was no 
connection between such conduct and glorifying and enjeying God ; 
and that consequently, hitherto, she had not answered the chief end 
of her existence. Her conscience was awakened; and, for a con- 
siderable time, she laboured under that anxiety and fear, which usu- 
ally attend such a state of mind. 


But, on reading the 5th chapter of the epistle to the Romans, she 
discovered the way whereby the great God could be just, and yet the 
justifier of the believer in Jesus. She believed; her understanding 
was enlightened; her conscience relieved, and her mind restored to 
peace. ‘I'he truits of her faith soon gave the most unequivocal evi- 
dence of the truth of that happy change which had taken place in her 
mind. For some time she endeavoured to avoid the ridicule which 
attends true religion, by concealing it, and mingling in the society 
and amusements to which she had been accastumed ; but she soon 
found it impossible to support the spirit and practice of religion, and 
at the same time be conformed to the manners of the world. She 
therefore openly avowed her religion and renounced the sinful en- 
joyments of the world. From this time her whole life was one con- 
tinued course of devotion: Her closet was a little sanctuary for God, 
to which she habitually retired with avidity and pleasure. In her 
family there was always an altar for God, and from which, with the 
morning and the evening, regularly ascended social prayer and 
praise. She loved the house of God; and the most painful circum- 
stance of her frequent ill health, in the last years of her life, was, her 
being detained by it from public worship. Well acquainted with 
men and things, her conversation was full of good sense and informa- 
tion: It was often much enlivened by good-humoured pleasantry ; 
but it always was pious and siritual; always expressive of the high 


‘ 


sense she had of the excellence and importance of religion, aud of 


her anxiety for its promotion. With peculiar pleasure she always 
spoke of the person or place in which it appeared to flourish; and 
with evident pain, of those in which it was otherwise. ‘The sinceri- 
ty of her religious principles was established by her actions. She 
was not of those, “ who say, but do not.” She built some places of 
public worship at very considerable expense. In Edinburgh, she 
erected a large handsome chapel, which will hold two thousand peo- 
ple, and which has, for many years, been attended by a numerous 
congregation, and which has now two clergymen, ministers in com- 
munion witk the ehurch of Scotland, as its pastors. ‘To this chapel 
is added a free school, which she endowed, to teach reading, writing, 
and arithmetick. ‘lhe chapel and school together, has not cost less 
than five or six thousand pounds. She erected and endowed alsoa 
church at Strathfillan, in the parish of Killin, on the estate of Lord 
Breadalbane ; and she had purchased ground, in conjunction with the 
late Lady Henrietta Hope, for building a place of worship at the Hot- 
wells, Bristol; and which, by her directions, has been executed by 
her executvix since her death, by a very neat and commodious house 
being built there, called Hope Chapel. In order te introduce and 
support the gospel, she purchased a very neat chapel at Matlock, in 
Derbyshire ; one meeting-house at Carlisle, another at Workington, 
in Cumberland, and a third at Newton Burhbill, in Devovshire; all 
these she left in the hands of trustees, or to her executrix, for their 
original purpose. She united with others also in purchasing meeting- 
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pouses in different parts of England. ‘T'o come able and faithful mi- 
nisters, whose congregations were in poor Circumstances, she paid the 
whole of their salaries ; to others, a {stated annual sum in part; to 
many, occasional donations, as she saw them needtul. She educated 
many young men of piety lor the holy ministry, Sensible that igno- 
rance and irreligion, idleness and vice, go together, she founded and 
endowed schools, and set on foot manufactories tor the poor. In pri- | 
yate, the widow and the fatherless, the stranger and the distressed, 
experienced ker abundant benificence. ‘To enable her to prosecute 
these schemes of benevolence, she herself carefuily looked into all 
her affairs, and studied the strictest economy ; and though her dress, 
her table, her attendants, her equipage, always corresponded to her 
station, yet she denied herseii the splendour which her fortune and 
rank could well have afforded and excused. She knew the world too 
well, not to expect ifs hatred and reproach for a zealous and consis- 
tent profession of the gospel; but her natural fortitude and greatness 
of soul, and the force of religion on her heart, rendered this of small 
consequence in her estimation: More than most Christians, she glo- 
ried in the crossofChrist. ‘The falsehood and ill-nature, which some 
time were propagated against her, she made the subject of (he most re- 
fined and innocent pleasantry. Full of plans tor the giory of God, 
and good of men, and busy iu the prosecution of them, this excellent 
lady arrived in Edinburgh trom Bath where she had spent the winter, 
in the beginying of the summer 1786. Her friends observed, with 
concern, her declining state of health. She spoke much to them of 
death, and of her persuasion that, with her, it was near; and uni- 
formly expressed her satisfaction and joy at the prospect. Her con- 
versalion was nevertheless as easy, pleasant and cheerful, as ever.— 
Religion, in her, was not the production of gloom, either during the 
progress, or in the near views of the termination of life. Almost her 
jast words were, “ if this is dying, it ts the casiest thing imaginable.” 
Disease prevailed, and, not many hours afterward, she expired, on 
Monday, the 17th July, 1786. Of her it may be said with trath, 
‘“ Her path was as the shining light, which shines brighter and 
brighter to the perfect day.” 

Lady Glenorchy was interred, agreeably to her own request, in a 
vault in the centre of her chapel in Edinburgh. She left 5000/. to 
the society in Seotland, for propagating christian knowledge; 5000/. 
for the edueation of young men for the ministry io England, and other 
religious purposes; and the greater part of the rest of her fortune, 
which was considerable, for pious and charitable uses. 

———— 
ANECDOTE OF CALVIN. 

The following anecdote of Calvin, while it does much honour to 
his moral and religious character, is a curious historical fact, which 
deserves to be generally known. It was related at Geneva, by Dec- 
dati, one of Calvin’s successors, to the first Lord Orrery, who flou- 
rished under the reign of Charles the first. The extract is taken 
from “ The Srate Letters and Memoirs of the right Hon. Regcr Boyle,” 
page 4, 5. 

* Eckius being sent by the Pope, legate into France, upon his re- 
turn resolved to take Geneva in his way on purpose to see Calvin ; 
and if oceasion were, to attempt reducing him to the Roman church. 
Therefore, when Eckius was come within a league of Geneva, he left 
his retinue there, and went, accompanied with but one man, to the 
city, in the forenoon. Setting up his horses at an inn, he inquired 
where Calvin lived, whose house being shown him, he knocked at 
the door, and Calvin himself came to open it to him. Eckius in- 
quiring for Mr. Calvin, he was told he was the person. Eckius ac- 
quainted him, that he was a stranger; and having heard much of his 
fame, was come to wait upon him. Calvin invited him to come in, 
and he entered the house with him; where discoursing of many 
things concerning religion, Eckius perceived Calvin to be an ingenu- 
ous learned man, and desired to know if he had not a garden to walk 
in. To which Calvio replying he had, they both went into it; and 
there Eckius began to inquire of him why he le(* the Roman church, 
and offered him some arguments to persuade him to return; but Cal- 
vin could by no means be inclined to think ofit. At last, Eckius 





told him, that he would put bis life in bis haads; and then said he was 
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Eckius the Pope’slegate. At this discovery Calvin was not a litile 
surprised, and begged his pardon that he had not treated him with 
that respect which was due to his quality. Eckius returoed the com- 
pliment, and told him if he would come back to the Roman church, 
he would certainly procure for him a Cardinal’s cap. But Calvin 
was not to be moved by such an offer: Eckius then asked bim what 
revenue he had? He told the Cardinal he had that house and gar- 


| den, and fifty livres per annum, beside an annual present of some 


wine and corn; on which he lived very contentedly. Eckius told 
him, that a man of his parts deserved a greater revenue; and then re- 
newed his invitation to come over to the Romish church, promising 
him a better stipend if he would. But Calvin giving him thanks, as- 
sured him he was well satisfied with his condition. About this time, 
dinner was ready, when he entertained his guest as well as he could, 
excusing the defects of it, and paid him great respect. E.ckius, after 
dinner, desired to kaow, if he might not be admitted to see the 
church, which anciently was the cathedral of that eity. Calvin very 
readily answered that he might; accordingly, he sent to the officers 
to be really with the keys, and desired some of the syndicts to be 
there present, not acquainting them who the stranger was. As soon 
therefore as it was convenient, they both went towards the church, 
and as Eckius was coming out of Calvin’s house, he drew out a purse, 
with about one hundred pistoles, and presented it to Calvin. But 
Calvin desired to be excused; Eckius told him, he gave it him to 
buy books, as well as to express his respect for him. Calvin with 
much regret took the purse, and they proceeded to the church, where 
the syndicts and officers waited upon them; at the sight of whom 
Eckius thought he had been betrayed, and whispered his thoughts in 
Calvin’s ear; but Calvin assured him to the contrary. ‘Thereupon 
they went into the church; and Eekius, having seen all, told Calvin 
he did not expect to find things in so decent an order, having been 
told tothe contrary. After having taken a full view of every thing, 
Eckius was returning out of the church; but Calvin stopped hima 
little, and calling the syndicts and officers together, took out the 
purse of gold which Eckius had given him, telling them that he had 
received that gold from this worthy stranger, and that now he gave it 
to the poor, and so put it all into the poor-box that was kept there. 
‘The syndicts thanked the stranger, and Eckius admired the charity 
and modesty of Calvin. When they were come out of the church, 
Calvin invited Eckius agaia to his house, but he replied that he must 
depart; sothanking him forall his civilities, offered to take his leave. 
But Calvin waited upon him to the inn, and walked with him a mile 
out of the territories of Geneva, where with great compliments, they 
took a farewell of each other,” 

Eckius was a very learned divine, professor in the university of 
Ingolstadt, memorable for his opposition to Luther, Melancthon, and 
other reformers in Germany. He died in 1543, aged 57. See Hoff- 
manni Lexicon, ‘Tom. 2, page 130, or Encyclopedia Britannica, 
vol. 6th, p. 296. 


5 


ORDINATION. 


On Wednesday the 3d inst. the Presbytery of Albany ordained {o 
the gospel ministry, and installed Mr. Hauser M. Woop, to the pas- 
toral charge of the United Congregations of Amsterdam and Vedders- 
burg, Montgomery county. ‘he Rev. Joseph Sweetman, of Charl- 
fon, preached the Sermon; the Rev. Thomas Halliday, of New- 
Scotland, presided, and constituted the pastoral relation; the Rey. 
Hooper Cummings, of Schenectady, gave the charge to the pastor; 
and the Rey. Reuben Sears, of Ballston, gave the charge to the con- 


gregation. ‘The audience was numerous aad attertive, and.the ex- 
ercises solemn and impressive. 
ey 
INSTITUTION. 


On Thursday the 21st ultimo, the Rev. Davia Hontinetrow was 
instituted as Pastor of St. Paul’s Church, Charlton. Inatituting Mi- 
nister, the Rey. Mr. StebLins—The Sermon preached by the Rev. 


| Mr. Clowes. 
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LETTERS 
FROM BARON HALLER TO HIS DAUGHTER, 
Ou the Truths of the Christian Religion. 
—— Do 
LETTER UL. 
ignorance and scepticism of the most enligitened Heathen Philosophers, with regard to 
the great principles of morality and vatural religion. Faint notions of a Mediator 

among the ancient Oriental Nations, but nome among the Greeks and Romans, Cbris- 
tiauity could be established only by Divine Power. A divine person sent into the 
world for the instruction of mankind, and the expiation of theirsins. The grand doc- 
trines of Christianity, which are familiar to our minds, strange and wonderful to those 
to whom they are entirely aew. 


Give thanks with me, my child, to the Supreme Judge, who, 
though he can neither excuse nor approve of any evil actions, averts, 
however, from his guilty creatures, the punishment which they have 
incurred. 1 amcontident you understand my meaning ; let us there- 
fore praise his holy Being, who, notwithstanding his dislike to sin, 
hath found out a way to receive the sinner into favour, to purily him, 
and to render him capable of enjoying his preseuce through eadless 
ages. 

He hath himself revealed to us this mystery, so incomprehensible 
fo human wisdom; and hath, in reality, accomplished those hopes, 
which Socrates bad conceived from the goodness of God. But this 
scheme, being so infinitely great, hath much surpassed all the expec- 
tations of that philosopher. ‘The Supreme Being hath manifested his 
will by a man endowed with extraordinary gilts and abilities. [I 
shall have occasion, hereafter, to shew how little we might expect 
from mere mau, towards the reformation of the world. | From what 
has happened, we may form a conclusion of what would have been 
the probable effect, if God had sent this embassy by one of the sons 
of men, and entrusted him with the mystery of reconciliation. ‘The 
Greeks, a people highly civilized, whose natural talents seem to have 
been much superior to those who lived in climates less favourable, 
had, notwithstanding all their boasted wisdom, but an imperfect idea 
of (he principal and most simple truths. ‘The existence of God the 
Creator—the plainest and most obvious truth of all—was a subject of 
doubt and controversy amongst their men of learning. With respect 
to the immortality of the soul, the wisest amongst them, it is true, 
entertained some rays of hope; but all was dark and obscure; there 
were no proofs, nor certainty. ‘The-famous Contucius appears even 
to have had no idea of this interesting doctrine ; his philosophy is 
nothing but a system of political conduct. One sect of these philo- 
scphers, it must be confessed, have considered morals in a very fa- 
vyourable point of view; but another party, more sincere, because 
they spoke from the feelings of their own heart, have plaeed the so- 
vereign good in voluptuousness ;-and those principles, in Greece as 
wellas in Rome, were adapted to the geveral taste. 

A future hfe was, in the opinion of the virtuous Romans, and even 
ef the grave Juvenal, a childish conceit ; and in regard to the great 
peint of religion and morals, the philosophers themselves were not 
able to inetruet the people in what manner they should think or act. 
Men of the greatest integrity among the Heathens, as Cicero, for ex- 
ample, whose sincerity appears unimpeachable, looked upon religion 
as a contrivance of the state, to which eustom had given a kind of 
prescriptive sanction. ‘he consequence of which was—that the 
manners of the peopie, both in Greece and Rome, after the introduc- 
tion of philosophy amongst them, became, without comparison, more 
corrupt than they were at 4 time when they had scarce emerged from 
barbarism. 

If human wisdom had not the power of convincing men of the na- 
tural difference betwixt good and evil, and of the existence of a 
Sovereign Judge——if these two points of doctrine have not been ge- 
nerally received, how much less would it have been possible to per- 
suade men by reason alone, of the truth of that mystery whieb they 
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could have no idex of? We find, indeed, that the ancient orienta! 
nations had some taint notions of a Mediator; which were prebably 
derived from the remote traditions of the sons of Noah. ‘These peo- 
ple believed in one God, eternal, immaterial, and infinite ; their wor- 
ship was without images and without temples. But amongst the 
Greeks and Romans, who were the farthest removed from the im- 
mediate descendants of Noah, whose tradition seems to have been 
the only source of those other truths, the knowledge of which has 
heen preserved, we find not the least trace of this only means of re- 
conciling God to man; and indeed, amongst the greatest part of the 
oriental nations, whatever remains there were of truth, idolatry had 
almost extinguished. 

‘That it was not in the power of man, destitute of every succour 
from above, to promulgate and establish the doctrine of redemptien, 
appears very evident, when we reflect on the opposition which Chris- 
liapity encountered at ils commencement; for we are not to consider 
thoze men, who were commissioned to announce this doctrine, reveal- 
ed at first to them, as possessed of natural powers only ; the apostles 
were endued with extraordinary gifts, and therefore were above the 
common level of mankind; they had seen the Mediator who was to 
effect this redemption ; they had enjoyed the benefit of his conver- 
sation; had always attended, and even lived with him. Other per- 
sons likewise, whom they bad converted to the faith, had been eye- 
witnesses of the actions of Jesus, and supported the narrations of the 
apostles by their own testimony. The ambassadors of the heavenly 
messenger Were armed, if | may so express myself, with supernatural 
powers, which evidently contirmed their Divine commission. But 
yet, what resistance did not the pride-of man make to the preaching 
of the cross?) What infidelity may we not remark in the most judi- 
cious Roman writers, whenever they had oceasion to speak of Christ ? 
The trath, we coniess, hath at last made its way and been victorious- 
But if it had been established by human means only—if the divinity 
of our Saviour had not been manifested by characters that could not 
be mistakeo, the Christian religion would never have been received 
by nations where a system of regular government prevailed. 

In order to bring this work to a happy termination, God hath per- 
formed more than the wisest men could have required. He hath 
united, though ip a manner entirely incomprehensible, his Divine 
perfeections to human nature, but ina subject absolutely free from sin. 
He hath announced to the world the glad tidings of salvation, by this 
extraordinary envoy, whose character is beyond all comparison.— 
This distinguished personage came from heaven; and whilst be was 
upon earth, declared that he was sent by God himself, with whom he 
had dwelt before the commencement of time, and with whom he was 
coeval. He was not ouly the messenger of this great salvation, which 
was to be effected by some propitiatory sacrifice ; but he was him- 
self to be the victim slain for the atonement of the sins of man- 
kind. 

‘There is something in this mystery so profound as to astonish the 
understanding, aud to baffle the powers of reason. A Being eternal, 
infinite, and incomprehensible, appears to the world in the form of one 
of its meanest inhabitants; and submits to this indignity for the be- 
nefit and advantage of so wretched a creature as man, whom he in- 
structs in all useful doctrines during his continuance upon earth, un- 
til he was put to a cruel and ignominious death. 

This is the Christian creed. We imbibe it from our infancy ; but 
the ideas which are thereby excited, becoming familiar to us, lose 
(heir energy ; and yet how strange must they have appeared to those 
to whom they were entirely new! How incomprehensible is this 
alliance of the eternal with the finite, of the uncreate with the 
created, of the government of the whole world with a subjection 
to pain! 








—_——— 
UTILITY OF RELIGIOUS TRACTS, 


FROM THE LAST ANNUAL REPORT OF THE LONDON RELIGIOUS 
TRACT SOCIETY. 





A young person in the country, who has been recently converted 


‘te God, bad long sat under the Word, but remained a stranger to ex. 
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perimental religion. On becoming a Teacher in a Sunday School, 
(November, 1813,) she met with several young persons o/ decided 
character, whose pious conversation and example were the means of 
awakening her to a sense of her danger, in living without an interest 
iu the Saviour. Associating with these, and attending more serious- 
ly the means of grace, which she now esteemed from a conviction of 
their value and importance, her concerh for her spiritual interests 
daily increased, and sbe considered the wellare of her soul as the 
« one thing needful.” By the operations of Divine Grace upon her 
mind, she became still more deeply impressed with a sense of her 
guiltand danger ; which Jed her to cry to God for mercy, and ear- 
nestly to desire pardon and salvation, through the merits of a eruci- 
fied Saviour. ln this state she passed several days, and received 
little or n0 comfert; continuing, however, her application to Him, 
who “ uever said unto the seed of Jacob, seek ye my face in vain.” 
While thus dark aod uncomlortable, she took up the Tract No, 26, 
entitled ‘* Consolation undcr Convictions,” while reading which, (to 
use her own words,) * she saw hersell exactly the person described ; 
aud from those encouraging words of the Savieur—‘* Come unto me, 
all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest,” she 
received a Jittle comfort.” She then took up another ‘Tract, No. 20. 
“ 4 Dialogue on Regeneration,’ which she observes, “ was a sulject 
I never before understood; but by reading it, and being able to ap- 
ply it to my own situation, I was led to believe | was experiencing 
this new Birth; hope beamed upon wy mind, and | was encouraged 
to seek for an application of the blood of Jesus. After reading the 
last part of the Tract, where it says, “* here is no sin ot so deep a 
dye, but the blood of Christ is sufficient to wash it out; there Is no 
slave of Satan, so loaded with chains, but He is able to set him iree;” 
L obtained that faith which made me exclaim; * Lord, I will, 1 do 
believe!" And then, and only then, my load of sin and guilt was 
removed, and 1 was enabled to believe that Christ was indeed my 
salvation: My heart was enlarged, my mouth was opened, and I 
could do nothing but blegs and praise God.” 





The writer of this account says; ‘“* Feeling a concern for the spi- 
ritual ans eternal wellare of a young woman, who was severely ani 
dangerously afflicted, {| took her the ‘Tract, “ Susan Ward ;” (4th 
February, 1814.) A few days afterwards she sent for me. On visit- 
ing her, I found her engaged in reading it; and on inquiring if she 
found it in any way suited to her case, she replied, “ Yes, I do.” In- 
deed, there appeared every reason to believe, that it had been so far 
blest, as to make her earnestly desirous of being instructed in the 
things that belonged to her peace ; and she expressed an intention 
of uniting with the Lord’s people, when sufficiently restored to health. 
I particularly asked her, a few days ago, if she thought the reading 
of the Traet was the means which the Lord had been pleased to 
make use of to produce in her miad a concern lor her salvation !— 
She said, * that her miod never was so seriously impressed, as when, 
and stace she read it.” 


——— 
FROM A CORRESPONDENT IN LANCASTER. 
February 22nd, 1815. 


I bave great pleasure in apprising you of the usefulness of Tracts, 
in two instances, which have recently come under my notice. We 
lately received a young man into our eburch, who promises to be an 


- emineotly useful character, who was first seriously impressed by 


reading a ‘l'ract on Repentance. He is a young manof independent 
property ; and is studying with a distant view to the ministry, should 
he appear to have taleats for the work. A young woman also was 


received, who was converted by the perusal of * The Dairyman’s 

Daughter,” which she bought at the door of the house, in which she 

Was a servant, of a person who was supplied with tracts for sale, by 

a benevolent young lady of this town; this young woman has walk- 

ed consistently for some time past, and is remarkable for piety. 
T. R. 
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FROM THE AUXILFARY SOCIETY AT ABERDEEN. 
March 10th, 1815. 


Since our last Annual Meeting, we have distributed ‘l'racts to al- 
most every Manufactory, and Sabbath School in town; and many 
Schools at a considerable distance have participated of our bounty. 
We have lodged several parcels of ‘l'racts, bound up in volumes, in 
public places, at travelling-rooms, at iuns, watch-houses, &c. where 
they have been read, and will no doubt be useful. We have sent 
them to take up their lodging in prisons and work-houses; but pria- 
cipally to Soldiers and Sailors; in all, 19,000 gratis. This sale, 
which has been almost exclusively to hawkers, exeeeds 30,000. 

We have received donations from twoof the masters ef whale-ships, 
belonging to Aberdeen. ‘Their vessels (in common with others) had 
been supplied with Tracts regularly since the commeneement of the 
society. We have every reason to consider this contribution as a 
tribute of gratitude, as a proof of their sense of the value of Tracts, 
and of their influence in promoting (at least) external order among 
the men. 

Several individuals have called on the Depositary, and expressed 
their thankfulness that ever Providence put it into the hearts of his 
people to institute a Society of this nature, as the Tracts had been 
particularly useful to them, and as an evidence of the truth, have en- 
rolled their names as members. Others who are widows indeed, and 
have not any thing to spare of their little all, upoa reading Mr. Milne’s 
letter, have come forward and presented their mite, considering it 
their honour to support the Redeemer’s cause. 

With the exception of the Bible Society, this institution has done 
more than any other to unite the exertions of Christians of all deno- 


minations, to combine their force in opposing the common enemy of 


souls. We hope, that from year to year, the Parent will be saluted 
with tidings of great joy, arising from the success afforded by the 
Head of the Church, to all the Branch and Auxiliary Societies scat- 


tered overa wide extent of God’s earth. W. C. 
= eR 
FROM THE SECRETARY OF THE RELIGIOUS BOOK SOCIETY, 
DUBLIN. 


March 21st, 1815. 


Our correspondent in Galway, informs us, that “ The Swearer's 
Prayer,” was given to a man so notorious for swearing, that he had 
actually bocome a proverb in the town. He said, after having care- 
fully perused if, that he never read or heard any thing that did him so 
much good ; and so effectual were its contents to him, that since he 
has read it, he has learned to “ swear not at all.” 

A triend in Ballyhase writes us, “ The Tracts scarcely lasted me 
one week, although | gave them out as sparingly as possible ; and it 
would really surprise you, to see what demand there is for them ; 
and what is still more pleasing, the Roman Catholics are, if possible, 
nore anxious for them than others.—Your “ Poor Joseph” has done 
some good.” 


OBITUARY. 


- ~~ 


MARYLAND. On Wednesday morning the 23th ult. at 4 o’cloct, in Fredericktows, 
the Rev. Grorce Asxin, aged 39 vers. alter asiort and painful illness, which he bore 
With great patience. He left a discons: la‘e widow to mourn his loss. {In an obituary 
sketch like the present, itcannot he ex; eeted that the particucars of the life and services 
of the deceased, wil be givea in detail. But the most prommeut and striking ought to 
he aoticed. He was a native of [reland, emigrated to America with his parents at a ve- 
1y early period of life. When young the Lord awakened him to see his own fallen condi- 
tion, and the wretched state of the world by reasonof sin. When arrived to years of 
maturity he was sent forth to labor in the vineyard of Christ, ag a minister of the Methc- 
dist Episcopal Church, and for £5 years in the east, ia the west, in the north aud in the 
south, of this continent, he was indefatigable and laborious iv the work of his master.— 
Ecceutrick in bis manners, whch often brought on him the enmity of persons who knew 
him but olgnuy. whilst those intimately acquainted with him, esteemed him asa valuable 
member of the Church of Christ. Possessing an independent mind, he theught and spoke 
freely. In his devotions and morals he was pure and exemplary, laboring night and dar, 
for the souls of fallen men 5 

On Monday evening before he died, he had a ¢evere conflict with the enemy of his 
soul, but declared aloud, that is gracious King had delivered him, and immediately be- 
gan to sing—* Glory, glory, hallelujai.” ‘The evening before he died, bis aiMicted wife 
said to hiin,—** My dear, are you goiug to leave us to-day >” He replied, “* Leave that 
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te the Lord. If] gol shall go happy.” A few hours before he expired, he asked his 
wife if she was willing to let him go; she answered, it was hard to say; but she wished 
to be resigned to the will ofthe Lord. ‘To which he replied, “That is right.” About 


’ ten minutes before he died, he desired his friends around him to sing a favorite bymn, be-~ 


ginning with the following words : ‘‘ O glorious hope of perfect,”—In his last moments he 
said, “* The Lord our iemy God. ©, what a beautiful prospect | see! Holiness is the 
way to heaven—Pilgrims may get a little astray; but if faithful, will go toheaven. Two 
ef his brethren io the ministry standing near bis bed, he observed to them “‘ Be ye clean 
that bear the vessels of the Lord. Getall you can to goin the way to heavea. O temp- 
ter of the Chrietians, temjt them nomore, No, no Satan, you need not look for my soul— 
no—On the sweetest gale of grace that ever blew—My God is mine and I ain his—Salva- 
tion hy grace through faith; that isthe gospel. | have been on the dark mountains ; but 
King Jesus has given me the victory, complete victory. Glory, honor, praise and power, 
be to God”—and again he revived and said glory, glory, glory, and expired. 


NEW-YORK. In Stephentown, Rensselaer county, on Friday the 29th ult. Miss 
Diantua Howaarp, aged 28, daughter of Mr. Bunyan Howard, of that place. She was 
a professor of the gospel, and the purity of her life corresponded with her profession.— 
Her loss is severely felt by the society in which she moved; and particularly by those 
near and dear connections, who knew and will long remember the.virtues that adorned 
her character. At Rensselaerville, oa the 22d inst- Mies Potty Frissax, daughter of 
Widew Lucinda Frisbee, in the 24th year of herage. She had suffered some months un- 
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dera distressing illness, which she bere withowt a murmur. She was endeared {o a 
numerous circle of friends by her virtues, whom she has left to mourn her loss: but 
the resignation which she manifested to the Divine will, forbid that they should 
mourn as those who have no hope. She was modest and reserved in her deportment 
agreeable in her manners, inoffensive in her life, and peaceful and composed in her 
death. (Communicated. | 


ae 
IN THIS CITY. 


On Tuesday the 26th ult. after an illness of about four weeks, Mr. Srzunen V. R. To. 


Bras, inthe 23th year of his age. His honourable mind, amiable disposition, suavity of 
manners, and a characteristic low of wit and humour, endeared him to an extended cir. 
cle of acquaintance.—He died in resignation to the will of his God, relying on the faith. 
fulness of Him, whe declares himself the resurrection and the life. His remains were iy. 
terred on Wednesday afternoon, attended by a concourse of citizens, when Captain Olm. 
sted’s company of light troops, of which he wasa member, paraded to pay bim the last 
tribute of respect—The nodding of the snow-white plume—the solemn melody of the fife 
and the mournful tap of the muffled drum, together with the melting eye and serious de- 
portment of the corps, rivetted the attention of the apectators and convinced all that their 
sorrow was unaffected. [Communic ated. | 





SELECTED. 


_———S— 
AN ELEGIAC TRIBUTE. 


TO THE MEMORY OF 
THE REV. JOHN NEWTON. 


Matur’d to mingle with the perfect just, 
In good old age the willing Newron dies : 

His faded body seeks its parent dust,— 
His Heav’n-born spirit seeks its native skies ! 


Beyond the wonted bounds of mortal day, 
His useful labors were protracted long, 
Still bearing fruit in with’ring life’s decay, 


And, ’midst increasing weakness, growing strong. 


By sharp affliction, sin’s dread horrors taught : 
By deep experience trained to things divine ; 

He was a kindled brand from burning caught, 
And rose a star, with heav’nly light to shine ! 


Review the Man of God! at length gone home ! 
Recall the lineaments of heav’nly birth ; 
Behold him, ripe for glory, reach the tomb, 
As Autumn’s mellow fruit descends to earth ! 


Bless’d with a pious mother’s care, 
He bore, in early youth, 

The precious buds of promise fair, 
The rudiments of truth : 

But soon his sky was overcast 
With clouds of wint’ry night ; 

An infidel’s contagious blast 
Produc’d a mental blight ! 


Like Jonah, on the mighty de>, 
He strove to fly from God ; 

But fied, alas! to sin; and weep 
Beneath his chast’ning rod. 

A wretch upon a wretched shore, 
A slave by slaves confin’d, 
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POETICAL DEPARTMENT. 
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A doubly galling yoke he bore, 
Of body and of mind. 


In deep distress, and bitter woe, 
Corruption’s rankling smart, 
Mysterious Wisdom made him know 
His own rebellious heart ! 
Unconscious of the future sphere 
That he was form’d to fill, 
With application most severe 
He sought for knowledge still ! 


Cut off from ev’ry human aid, 
On Afric’s burning sand 
The depths of science he essay’d, 
And mystic Euclid seann’d ; 
While o’er the liquid way he mov’d, 
He studied many a tome ; 
With Tacitus and Livy rov’d, 
To scenes of ancient Rome. 


Almighty grace the rebel tam’d, 
And deep contrition drew ; 

The wand’ring prodigal, reclaim’d, 
And form’'d his heart anew ! 

No more on grov’ling themes confin’d, 
His ardent spirit soai’d, 

With ready gilts and soul refin’d, 
To glorify his Lord ! 


Call’d to the gospel-work, and furnish’d well 
The wonders of experienc’d love to tell ; 

With simple eloquence and honest zeal, ® 
The truth he felt, he made his hearers feel. 
Above the tricks of art or sordid gain, 

Plain were his manners, and his speech was plain ; 
Yet from the gospel’s richest stores he drew 

The doctrine deep, the consolation true ! 

Warm from the heart the sacred message came, 
And list’ning crowds imbib’d the kindling flame : 
The sinner, melted down by sov’reign love, 








Astonish’d, felt his guilt and fear remove ! 


The humble mourner heard the joyful sound, 
And hope and comfort in the promise found ! 
Gently he led the feeble saint along, 

Rous’d up the sluggish, and confirm'd the strong. 
Forth from the treasures of his heart he gave 
Things new and old, the cheerful and the grave ; 
Each varied theme of excellence he brought, 
And liv’d a copy of the truth he taught ! 


Sweet harmony dwelt in bie breast, 
Sweet poesy flow’d in his lays, 
His Muse to his God was addresst 
In strains of devotion and praise ! 
He knew, like Apollos, to preach ; 
He knew, like a Paul, to indite ; 
His sermons the weakest could teach ; 
His letters the wisest delight ! 


No longer he labors for men, 
For mute is the eloquent tongue ; 
All silent his muse and his pen,— 
His harp on the willow is hung ! 
Escap’d from the regions of woe, 
To rest in the bosom of Love, 
His works shall instruct us below, 
And his song be like angels’ above. 


O daughter of Zien! your sorrows restrain, 
Nor mourn that his spirit has quitted his clay ; 
Soon, soon shall ye follow, and meet him again, 
Bright rob’d as a serapb, in mansions of day. 


No longer with age and infirmity bent, 
His suff’rings are o’er, and his labors are done ; 
He pass’d the dark valley, but sung as he went— 
** The struggle is fnish’d—the victory won !” 


The Saviour, by dying, extracted Death’s sting ; 
He burst from the prison, and open’d the door ; 
And safe to his kingdom his people shall bring, 
Where sighing aod sinning shall :each them no more 


ALIQUIS. 
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